How has the English Language Developed?
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This is a timeline to show these developments.

It is believed that all European languages originated from one language Indo-European. It is thought that many thousands of years ago, nomadic tribes, who inhabited Eastern Europe, spoke this language, and as these tribes moved, so did the languages.
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	100
	The Roman occupation introduces some Latin words into Celtic, the language spoken by most people in Britain.

	200
	

	300
	

	400
	

	500
	Angles, Saxons and Jutes invade Britain and bring their own languages to Britain. Christianity spreads and so does the use of Latin. Missionaries also began to write down Anglo- Saxon using the Latin Alphabet

	600
	

	700
	

	800
	

	900
	Vikings invade and introduce words from the Old Norse.

	1000
	

	1100
	

	1200
	Norman’s from Northern France Conquered Britain, introducing Old French, which had a huge influence on the language spoken in Britain.

	1300
	 

	1400
	The Renaissance, with the interest in Greek and Roman art and learning introduced many Italian words into the languages of northern Europe.

	1500
	

	1600
	Exploration and trade brought words from other languages.

	1700
	

	1800
	

	1900
	Technology advances mean that many new words continue to be created and added to the English language, as well as new meanings to new words. As people travel and settle in other Countries, new words from their own languages are brought into English.
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